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IMPORTANT NEWS!

The next meeting is of the Rochester VHF Grouysi

September 8, 2006 at 7:30 PM

Henrietta Fire Hall, 3129 E. Henrietta Rd.
(Rt. 15A) near the corner of Lehigh Station RdsTi&ione block south of the Monroe Count
Fairgrounds. There is ample parking behind the hiedl.

This meeting is a special presentation in conjuncti
RARA, as RVHFG’s own John Gilly (W3OAB) and Ed Gabl e
(K2MP) will be presenting “The History of VHF!”
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Welcome back Groupers! As you can see by the articles presented in this
month’s Journal, it has been quite a summer. This summer’s Es season
appears to be reasonably good, and we've had a number of people make
some big scores—particularly in the ARRL June VHF and CQWW contests,
thanks to some phenomenal 6m propagation.

We are actively seeking ideas for our meetings this year. | certainly have a
few up my sleeve, but I'd like to have as much input from the membership
as possible. Perhaps you can answer one of the following questions: “How
does a work?” or “I'd like to know more about " Please let your
board know what is piquing your interest or curiosity.

This month’s meeting is a special presentation by Ed Gable, K2MP, and
John Gilly, W3OAB. The have put together a multi-media presentation on
the history of VHF. As many of you know, the RVHFG itself has some deep
roots in this history. Here’s a great chance learn something about where all
this technology came from and how it came to be what it is.
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The Chairman Speaks! (continued)
Andy Flowers, KOSM/2

| have been a bit less “radio active” this summer than in the past, but | have replaced that with a little more
off-the air radio activity. The RainScatter software continues to be developed. | also made my yearly
pilgrimage to the Central States VHF Society meeting this past July—that little “zero” in my call makes me
do that. For the first time in a year | did not give a presentation on RainScatter, but rather on some
microwave construction ideas. | also managed to modify one of those MMDS converters for 2304 use—with
a 2.3 dB NF to boot! The RainScatter software continues to be developed and improved. I've been learning
some server-side Java, and | think | just might make a web-interface so that one can use the benefits of the
software from a web-ready mobile phone or PDA. How cool is that? If you have one of these, let me know
and I'll have you do some beta-testing!

See you all soon!
-Andy Flowers, KOSM/2

The Vice President Speaks!
Bill Rogers, K2TER

First of all let me say it is a great honor to serve the club in this capacity. Over the past decade | have been
the beneficiary of the hard work and creativity of the club leadership and | feel compelled to return the favor.
| also want thank you all for the kind words of encouragement as | accepted this role.

Well it's great to be back roving again after a year-long hiatus. Tom (KV2X) and | hit the road in June with
anticipation. We met Mark (K2QO) and Paul (W2TAU) at our usual place for a pre-contest feast, Longway's
Truck stop off Rte 81 just outside of Watertown.

We had quite a number of glitches that hit just as the contest started. The oil pressure in the Explorer went
to zero, the Touch screen monitor stopped responding and the PTT line for all the microwave bands wasn't
working- somewhere inside the transverter switch box. This all happened within 2 minutes of the start of the
contest. Needless to say we were panicked but we were able to recover everything but the oil pressure
issue and we were reconfigured and operational by 5 minutes into the contest. Now | like excitement but his
was almost too much fun for one contest. However, Murphy wasn't done with us yet.

The 6M opening at the beginning of the contest prompted us to replan our activities, so we spent extra time
at the "100 Cows" site on the Tugg Hill Plateau for this reason. We were able to run a frequency for hours,
which resulted in the over heating of our 6M amp. We found that we could still hold a frequency and get
great reports when running 10W including reports from grids as far out as CN87; the station there called us
twice about a half hour apart. We ended up with over 100 grids and 250 contacts on 6. We also caught a
short, intense opening to Minnesota on 2M.

Our last glitch for the contest exposed itself on the Tugg Hill plateau as well. We had a lot of trouble working
Greg (K2LDT) in his rover at a range of 20 miles on 1296. Of course this was the only transverter we had
"enhanced" since last contest. We were gang busters to him but we just barely heard him with his solid
signal. By the way, thanks to K2QO's team for sacrificing valuable contest time to perform the on-air tests
that helped diagnose our problem. Since 1296 is essential for working the upper bands we decided to head
home instead of Mutton Hill (FN22). At about 2:30 AM we pulled in and by 2:45 we had fixed the problem. It
turned out that the SMA coax jumper in the receive side of the T/R switching system did not have a center
pin on one end. HMmm. maybe that's why it had a sticker on it with the word "SUSPECT" printed on it.
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The Vice President Speaks! (Continued)
Bill Rogers, K2TER

Lessons learned: Always test mods on-the-air, always inspect coax connectors before inserting them and, of
course, "read the labels". Yes, we did complete that QSO with Greg with an open in the receive line coax.
Nice signal Greg!

It appeared that local activity was off but it was great to hear Howard (K2AN) and Scott (AA2WYV) on the air
in contests again. Mark (K2AXX) was loud as ever as well and scored surprisingly well even though it
appeared he was "just passing out a few Qs". And as usual, the N2PA team was on the air in grand fashion.
We ended up with a score over 200K with a heavy bias toward 6M.

Our June activities didn't end there. Tom and | kept the rover together and operated Field Day at W2RFC
from a site on Italy Hill with the help of John (WB2BYP) and his wife, who had a seemingly endless supply of
hardware (and good cooking) in the "Duck" motor home to keep us running throughout the contest. We had
some good openings on 6 and had bands up to 2304 in the log, thanks to Walter (NQ20). Andy (KOSM)
demonstrated true radio amateur perspicacity in completing a 70cm CW QSO with us from the W2RDX site
using an HT!

Over the summer I've kept
busy improving the rover
station and working on home
station antennas and, of
course, attending the
numerous area hamfests. It
was nice to see N2KXS
(Judy), WO2P (Fred), along
with W2TAU( Paul) and
WB2QCJ (Dean) at the Buffalo
Hamfest. We shared stories of
the challenges of rover setup
and operation in suboptimal
conditions. It was kinda like
that SNL skit where Billy
Crystal laments, "Yeah, | hate
it when | do that".

In closing, let me extend my

congratulations to Frank

(K20S) on his recent

achievement in joining the

exclusive list of operators who K> TER/R and K2QO/R, two of RVHFG's finest roving teams
have achieved WAS on 70cm.

This accomplishment is truly

reflective of the expertise and

talent we have in the RVHFG.

Great job Frank!

-Bill Rogers, K2TER
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Secretary Report
Judy Stonenhill, N2KXS

Rochester VHF Group Meeting Minutes for May 11, 200 6

The meeting, which was held at Town of Ogden Highway Facility, was convened at 1940 local by the
Chairman, K2DH.

Attendees talked about their activities since the April meeting.
Walter, NQ20, reported that there had been fifteen amateur satellites launched in the last month.
OLD BUSINESS

It was moved by Dave, K2DH, and seconded by Chuck, KC2IQV, that the Secretary’s report be accepted as
printed in the Journal.

There was no Treasurer’s report.

NEW BUSINESS

Fred, WO2P announced that a fox hunt would be held the following day, Saturday, May 12",
The sign-up sheet for coverage of the Rochester Hamfest RVHFG booth was sent around.

Dave, K2DH, asked if people would like a work session to construct the DEMI All Band Power Meter that
many of us purchased. Anyone who would like to take part in the session should email K2DH.
Instrumentation for testing a completed kit and help in getting to that point will be available.

Elections for Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, and Even-year director were held. Andy,
KOSM, had agreed to run as Chairman. Also, Fred, WO2P, volunteered to run for the Even-Year Director
position. In addition, Bill, K2TER, volunteered for the Vice Chairman position, and Judy, N2KXS, for
Secretary. Jeff, K2EHF, and Chuck, KC2IQV, ran for the position of Treasurer. Because Andy, who is
currently the Odd-Year Director, is running for the Director's position, and said that he is also willing to
continue as the RVHFG Journal Editor (many thanks, Andy), it was agreed that a new Odd-Year Director
would be elected for a three year term to lighten Andy's load. Russ, W2DYY, volunteered to run for the

Odd-Year Director position.
The Rochester VHF Group

The vote results were:

Published by
Director: Andy, KOSM Rochester VHF Group
Vice-Chairman: Bill, K2TER PO BOX 92122
Treasurer: Chuck, KC2IQV Rochester, NY 14692
Secretary: Judy, N2KXS Editor: Andy Flowers, KOSM

Even-year Director: Fred, WO2P

Odd-year Director: Russ, W2DYY The VHF Journal is published by the Rochester VHF Group monthly

except June-August. The subscription price is included in the

. . membership dues. If you elect to receive the PDF version by

The meeting was adjourned at 2114, downloading it from our website, dues are US$10 per year. In this case,
you will be notified by email the day it is available for download. If you
choose to receive the hardcopy Journal by Postal delivery, the dues are
US$15.00 per year.

Articles and comments should be submitted to journal@rvhfa.com




-5- The VHF Journal Vol. 58, Issue 1

How | Spent My Summer Vacation on the VHF+ Bands
By Dave Hallidy K2DH

This summer will probably go down in history as one of the most amazing in the history of the Amateur
VHF/UHF/SHF allocations. As most of you know, | don't yet have my “real” antennas up on a “real” tower
where they need to be, but that didn’t stop me from getting in on some of the 6 and 2 meter happenings
early this summer. Add to that a ton of fun in the first weekend of the 10GHz and Above Cumulatives
Contest and well, it's just been a blast this summer!

Way back in May, things started happening on 6. We had a pretty good opening into W4 land on the 21
that even extended, over the next few days, into the Caribbean providing me QSQ’s with FM (Martinique),
FG (Guadeloupe), TG (Guatemala), and HP (Panama).

On the 1% of June, the band was wide open to the Midwest, for hours and hours. Of course, | think everyone
is aware of how good the conditions on 6 were for the June VHF QSO Party- I've never heard the band so
solidly open continuously for two days! As much fun as 6 was, | think my biggest thrill durin% the contest
was working W2SZ/1 on 1296, while | was running a 3lb coffee can for an antenna! The 18" of June
provided more 6 meter DX, with QSQO'’s into the Caribbean again, this time adding ZF (Cayman Is) and later
in the month HI (Dominican Republic) and an easy QSO with VP2V/W7XU (British Virgin Is contest
expedition). Also on the 18" was a real big surprise- 2 meters opened via E-skip to Florida, and | worked 22
stations, all over the state, while running just 150W and a 5 element yagi on my roof. Signals were HUGE! |
worked one guy who was running a 5/8 wave vertical whip on his car and 10W, and he was S-9+!

July began a bit slowly for me, but picked up with QSOs with KP (Puerto Rico), CT (Portugal) and EH8
(Canary Islands) just before the CQ VHF Contest. That contest brought ANOTHER round of wide-open 6
meter conditions! | was only able to be on for a short period of time but still managed to work about 100
stations in just over an hour.

Things really seemed to quiet down after the middle of July, as far as 6 and 2 meters is concerned- | haven't
heard any reports of significant openings since then, at least into this area.

This year’s contingent of RVHFG microwave operators for the 10GHz contest was small, perhaps due to
other family commitments, vacations, etc. But AA2WV, W2DYY, and | ventured out to one of our favorite
spots- Transit Road (FNO2xu) on Saturday the 19" of August. The rain set in, and it was pretty much a bust
on Saturday, but | still managed 6 QSOs before | had to quit. Sunday, we went to Werner Road (FNO2vu)
and we were joined by NQ20O. This was a much better day, with a number of QSOs with the VE3 gang, then
when it slowed down and we headed back to Transit Rd and proceeded to have a GREAT time working New
England. We worked W1AUV and K2AEP on Mt. Greylock (FN32kp)- Tommy called me on my cell phone
and we set it up- we worked on SSB at 402km! K2AEP was easy on rainscatter CW, and Pete was only
running 110mw! Next we worked W1GHZ and KB1VC on Mt. Wachusett (FN42bl) at 506km, with great
signals over the direct path. We next heard from Dale AF1T on Block Island (FN41ee) and easily worked
via rainscatter at 561km. Next was a good QSO with Jeff KITEO (FN31jh) at 434km via rainscatter,
followed by KIWHS (FN32mj) at 578km via rainscatter for the best DX of the weekend. So, after a
disappointing first day, the second day more than made up for it. | ended up with 20 QSOs and 4886
mileage points on three bands (10, 24, 47GHz), probably my best first weekend ever! By the way- Andy
KOSM/2’s Rainscatter program is really cool! We never would have made all those QSOs if it weren't for
that piece of software, AND the help of Mark K2AXX, who stayed at home and kept an eye on the weather
radar, plotting paths for us out there in the boonies! Thanks, guys! Hopefully more of the local microwave
crowd will come out of the woodwork for the second weekend of the contest, and we’ll have some more
great conditions.

That's it from here- | can't wait till | get my REAL stuff running!
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Six-Meters Report
By Ken Kent, KA2LIM

What can | say but, WOW! If you were not on six meters this summer you sure missed a great time. The
month of May started out a bit slow from this QTH in the southern part of FN12 but picked up the last part of
the month and has been non-stop right to this writing, (23 august 2006). As | sit here at the keyboard | hear
stations popping in from 4-land.

For those of you who read the VHF reflectors, | will not attempt to repeat them here. There were many good
openings to EU from the east coast and | managed to get in on a few—no new countries or grids for me but
| love to work the DX.

June continued with more great openings and continued almost daily. The June ARRL VHF contest saw a
great E-Skip opening on six meters and two meters in all directions in all areas of the country. | was letting a
brand new ham, KB3NPW—Rob—qget his feet wet on six meters during the hottest part of the opening from
this location, so | jumped over on two meters and had a ball there working some new grids to the west and
south-west...no new states though.

Six continued to be open every day from here to some part of the country and into the Caribbean and EU
several times right through the end of June and into July. The last week in June | decided to build a new
antenna system for six meters to use with my portable setup for activating grids. | spent about three days
building the antennas and set them up in the back yard and worked them for a week to make sure
everything was in working order. Good openings every day convinced me to operate the CQ WW VHF
contest as single op-single band with low power. | setup on the hill behind my house with my newly built 5-
over-5 array for six meters. | got started about an hour late on Saturday and then had Jon, WO9S, show up
and operate for about three hours. The band was great and Jon had a ball. When he left | settled into
contesting and worked pile-up after pile-up until somewhere around 11:30 pm local time. Went to the house
and got back on and wound up in a rag-chew round-table session until 12:45am. The band just did not want
to stop.

Sunday morning the wife and | went to breakfast at a local diner and it was 9:00am local time before | got
back at it. The band just got better and better. The new stacked 5's worked great and at contest end |
showed 609 contacts in 212 grids and 10 DX outside the US. Not bad for this old country boy!

Six has continued to be open nearly every day to the south-west and west with an occasional direction
change into 4-land and a couple into the north-east up into Newfoundland. August has shown several
openings into Mexico as well as the south-western part of the US.

I will not be on for the September ARRL VHF contest as | will be in Maine operating with the gang from the
multi-multi contest station of KIWHS. So, if you hear my voice from there, say hi, as it is always great to
work the gang from back home when | am operating in some other grid.

That is all for now, hope to see some of you at the EImira Hamfest on 30 September 06, (always the last
Saturday in September) catch you on SIX METERS.

Ken, KA2LIM




