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The next regular meeting of the
Rochester VHF Group will be
Friday, April 8th at 7:30 PM
located at Exelon Emergency
Operations Facility in Macedon
/Gananda. Map and directions on
last page
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RVHFG’s Beacons

Band MHz
6m 50.078
144.298
222.050
432.300
1296.257

Beacons Hosted at AWA Museum

2m

W2UTH 6 meter Skimmer
http://www.reversebeacon.net/dx
sd1/dxsd1.php?f=0&c=W2UTH&t=
de

The Chairman Speaks!
Tom Jennings KV2X

Groupers: | had a great time building one of the 222 MHz Cheap
Yagis at the March Meeting! It really surprised my how easy it is to
build especially with Dave, AB2YI overlooking the project. Let us
know if you think it would be a great idea to have another
construction meeting building Cheap Yagis for other bands.

Thanks to Jarred, KF2ZMR, for arranging the April meeting at the
Exelon Emergency Operations Facility in Macedon/Gananda this
Friday April 8th. For those arriving at 7pm, a quick tour and
explanation of the facility will be available. This facility assumes
control in the event of a local nuclear power plant emergency.

Don’t forget to make your reservation for the annual RDXA &
RVHFG Awards Banquet. Details in the Vice Chairman’s Report.
This year there will be door prizes!

Thinking about getting more involved with the RVHFG? Then
consider running for one of the officer positions.

Lastly, | want mention that the K2TER Rover will have more
microwave bands operational for the ARRL’s June VHF contest. It
would be great to have more microwave stations on the air for the
contest along with the K2TER/R and KF2MR/ rovers.

Hope to see you all at the meeting, bring a friend and ideas!
73, Tom Jennings, KV2X
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Secretary Report
Freddie Sulyma, WB2GFZ

Rochester VHF Group Meeting Minutes for 11 March 2016.

Tom (KV2X) called the meeting to order at 1930L. Tom (KV2X) asked for a motion accepting the meeting minutes
from last month as written in February’s journal. Al (K2ZMPE) motioned to accept and Harry (W2HRY) seconded. Tom
(KV2X) asked for a motion that the Treasurer’s report to be accepted as written in February’s Journal. Jarred (KF2MR)
motioned the acceptance and Al (K2MPE) seconded. Tom (KV2X) presented a motion to close the meeting and Dave
(K2DH) seconded.

Attending: Tom & Betty (KV2X), David (KA20QZ), Dave (K2DH), Al & Brenda (K2MPE), Jim (WB2YJH), Freddie (WB2GFZ),
Harry (W2HRY), Jarred (KF2MR) Frank (K20S), David (AB2YI) & Ken (N8KH).

Old Business:

e Beacons at the AWA — Freddie (WB2GFZ) to coordinate efforts to check out the Beacons at the AWA with Dave
(K2DH) & Lynn Basha.

e The RVHF group is hosting the annual Banquet this year (16 April 2016). The venue will be Lillian’s in Penfield.

New Business:
e April’'s meeting will include Election of Officers & Hamfest planning.
e Next schedule meeting will include nominations for the RVHFG board members.

Program:

After possibly the shortest business meeting on record, we jumped into 222-construction night. While we were
not able to finish the projects due to time constraints, we certainly seemed to have a good time working on them. Harry
(W2HRY) finished all the mechanical work on one of the transverter kits and has just the wiring left to do. Dave
(KA20QZ) worked on the other kit and made good progress. The antenna teams assembled all of the passive elements
with one of the antennas going to Harry and another to Tom (KV2X). We believe that this set the wheels in motion to
have 2 more stations on 222 SSB/CW this June. | look forward to reports of how the gear performs on the air.

Rochester VHF Group
Treasurer’s Report (3/31/2016)
CHECKING/CASH ACCOUNT

Previous Balance (PP = $60.28, Cash = $343.83Cash, $2119.60 Checking): $2523.71
Income: None
Transfer $60 from PP to Checking
Expense — Check # 1058 $100 (Reserve Banquet Event 4/16/16) S 100.00
Current Balance (PP = $0.28, Cash = $343.83Cash, $2079.60 Checking): $2423.71
Note: Tom (KV2X) indicates that PP account = $5.77 after the $60 transfer. My records indicate that
there is $0.28 after the transfer. Presently investigating why there is a difference.

Members paid up for 2015 — 2016 are as follows:

AB2YI, David Muller K2TER, Bill Rogers W2CNS, Bob Nezelek
AE2DM, David Malecki KA20QZ, David Carlson W2EV, Ev Tupis

AF2K, Irv Goodman KB2BLS, Bill Hanes W2GMT, Gary Terrana
K2AXX, Mark Hoffman KC2PCD, Len Crellin (2017) W2LT, Joe Hoodak

K2DH, Dave Hallidy KD2DCC, Ed Pendzik W2UAD, Ken Evans
K2EHF, Jeff Luce KD2IRH, Spencer Tupis WA2QAU, Robert Roberts

K2GAB, Gloria Stevens (2017) KD2IRK, Ethan Tupis WB2BYP, John Stevens (2017)



W2HRY, Harry Ramos KF2MR, Jarred Jackson WB2GFZ, Freddie Sulyma

K20OEQ, Duncan Brown KV2X, Tom Jennings WB2QCJ, Dean Keyser
K20S, Frank Pollino N2BEG, Doug Stewart WB2SQS, Mike Gioka
K2MPE, Al Cook N2HEG, Martin Ippolito WB2YJH, Jim Reilich
K2STF, Steve Fleming VE3DS, Dana Shtun WO?2P, Fred Miller (2017)

Respectfully submitted,
Freddie Sulyma, WB2GFZ, Treasurer

Vice Chairman’s Report

By Jarred Jackson, KF2MR

222 Construction Night

The goals for construction night were a bit ambitious, but that did not stop Harry, W2HRY, from giving
it his best shot. He had most of the mechanical construction completed on his transverter before the
meeting was over on Friday night and worked through the weekend to wrap up his 222-transverter
project. In less than two weeks, he had the transverter connected to his cheap yagi and we were on
the air for a successful test. Dave, KA20QZ, also took one of the kits home to finish off, while Tom,
KV2X, took home one of the yagis. Thanks to everyone who chipped in to help with tools or labor and
David, AB2Y], for guiding the antenna team.

) L NEW ProbucT [ [transverter kit and cheap yagi. Special thanks to K2ERG who put a

beacon on the air for a couple of nights while | tweaked the yagi
- construction and tested everything out. Within days of our projects

wrapping up, | noticed on eBay that the price on the 222
transverters dropped again and now ship with all the little bolts,
nuts, and wiring that | gathered for the kits. They also come with
stickers to put on the enclosure to add a bit of a professional look. |
ordered one transverters intending to sell it at the Hamfest for
anyone who is interested, but not a fan of ordering from eBay. | will
still add the extra aluminum heatsink, replace the antenna
connector, and use nylon nuts to avoid shorting out the board.
Next, | would like to figure out a way to integrate the 144, 222, and
432 boards into an enclosure as a tri-band QRP transverter.

222 Mhz Transverter KIT



June VHF Contest Goals

| cannot help but to continue to reflect on the excellent participation that the Rochester VHF Group
achieved in the January VHF Contest. | have not been a member of the club for a long time, so from
my perspective club scores and participation have only grown. Looking back 10 years, | can see that
we have achieved similar levels of performance as January 2009 and 2010. In those years, the
average aggregate score was about 149,000 points with 15 logs submitted. The June 2009 and June
2010 average was about 340,000 points with 7 logs submitted. However looking closer at the results
from those years, you will see that our friends to the south operating under the KA2LIM call sign
provided a majority of the points. Without a big multi-op, big scores are not so easy to achieve. That
does not mean | am going to stop trying! In fact, | intend to coordinate with the K2LIM group closely
to help build up my microwave contacts and experience. My personal goal for June 2016 is to exceed
50,000 points on my way to a long-term goal of topping 100,000 points. For this June | have added all
new microwave antennas, 3456 MHz and laser hitting 10 bands total. | am planning to visit at least 6
grids, maybe more. What goals do you have? What do you think we can achieve as an aggregate
club score? We never know how 6 meters will behave, but it doesn't seem to far of a stretch to think
we can hit 300,000 points this June. Maybe you could add 222 for the weekend or we could plan
another rover blitz. Let’s get the ideas going and see what will work. Above all else, the point is to
have fun while enjoying our hobby.

Rochester Hamfest — May 28"

The details of the RARA sponsored Hamfest are now available at RochesterHamfest.org. While there
has been much discussion and debate over the date and other potential conflicts, | support the efforts
of RARA in the long-term vision for the Hamfest. The team knew about the challenges with the date
and the received feedback heard loud and clear. Now it’s time to move forward and see what we can
do to have a good time anyway. RARA has a special website intended to engage regional clubs to
participate at the Hamfest, provide an activity that highlights some aspect of amateur radio
technology, and helps promote the interests and membership of the club. | appreciate the outreach
that Ev Tupis, W2EV, has done with the local clubs to ensure we all have an opportunity to stay part
of the Rochester Hamfest. To that end, RVHFG will have three options, or combinations of options,
for participating.

1) General flea-market admission. ($5 per space)
2) Reserved club-space ($5 per space with approved activity)
3) Indoor seller space ($40). Friday afternoon setup possible

At the April 8" meeting, | will go through each of these options in detail, explaining the pros and cons
of each and then we should decide what we would like to do as a club. Premium space is available on
a first-come, first-served basis and registration appears to be open. So if we choose to go with any
reserved or indoor spaces, we should make the decision at the meeting and | will submit our request
over the weekend. If you would like to volunteer for the Hamfest, but cannot make it to the meeting,
please let me know.

Election of Officers

We are looking for volunteers to help run the Rochester VHF Group. We can only make this work
through the effort of the members who volunteer. We are accepting nominations and will soon be
voting on the officers and one director for the 2016/2017 season. It is important to the future of the
club that we fill these positions.

Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer (may be combined with Secretary), Director



Additional positions where volunteers are welcome include Newsletter Editor, Awards Chairman,
Contest Chairman, and Technical Advisor.

Special Thanks to Tom Jennings (KV2X) who has served as an officer of the RVHFG for many years
in just about every position. Tom has indicated he will step down at the end of this season and we
look forward to his counsel as Past-Chairman. We will need a team of several people who can spend
just a couple of hours per month to keep the club moving forward. As you know, its a small group, so
it may be necessary for past officers to step into the ring again! | have been happy to serve as an
officer of RVHFG over the last year and look forward to serving the group in the 2016-2017 season as
well.

Survey Results

Last month | provided some of the survey results and intended to provide complete results this
month, but | ran out of time. For now, here are the results for which bands/modes people have
operated in the last 5 years.

Digital Digital Data Total
Voice (PSK, RTTY, Respondents
WSJT, etc.)

HF (160m - 13.64% 9.09% 59.09%
10m) 3 2 13

50 MHz (6m) 60.00% 0.00% 28.00%
15 0 7

144 MHz . ) 88.46% 7.69% 23.08%
(2m) g 23 2 6

222 MHz ) . 84.21% 0.00% 5.26%
(1.25m) 16 0 1

432 MHz ! ; 84.00% 8.00% 16.00%
(70cm) : 21 2 4

900 MHz 58.33% 58.33% 75.00% 0.00% 8.33%
(33cm) 7 7 9 0 1

1.2 GHz 71.43% 78.57% 64.29% 0.00% 14.29%
(23cm) 10 1 9 0 2

23GHz-5 100.00% 100.00% 16.67% 0.00% 0.00%
GHz (13cm - §] §]
6cm)

10 GHz 85.71% 85.71%
(3cm) §] §]

24 GHz 100.00% 100.00%
3 3

Above 24 100.00% 100.00%
GHz 1 1




Annual Awards Banquet

RDXA and RVHFG

Awards Banquet

Saturday April 16™, 2016

Lilian's Restaurant and Party House
2200 Penfield Rd. in Penn Fair Plaza

Your choice of :
Ribeye Steak with Potatoes and Vegetables

Grouper Florentine
Chicken Parmesan

Soup, Salad, Cheesecake, Coffee and Tea for $25
6.:00 p.m. Cocktails — 6:45 p.m. Dinner
Club Awards and Recognifion

Over two dozen door prizes fo be awarded

RSVP by April 12™

Awards«RVHFC.org




Just a sample of the door prizes to be awarded:

73, Jarred - KF2MR

Drumlins Hamfest

Palmyra VFW Post 6778, 4306 Route 31, Palmyra, NY
April 23, 2016 Venders 7AM, Public BAM-Till
Jon King, KS2JEK (585)785-0036 Email: Hamfest@drumlinsarc.org
Directions: http://www.drumlinsarc.org/directions.htm

AWA Spring Meet 2016

Each year the AWA traditionally hosts its Spring Meet in Bloomfield, New York on the first Saturday of
the month of May. For 2016, the Spring Meeting is Saturday, May 7. We expanded the event as
we did last year.

Tentative Schedule of Activities

07:00 AM Flea Market opens Veteran’s Park Parking Lot
08:00 AM  AWA Museum Bargain Table Sale Annex Building, Veteran’s Park
10:00 AM  Antique Wireless Museum open until Noon

Noon Auction pre-view Annex Building, Veteran's Park
01:00 PM The BIG AWA Auction starts Annex Building, Veteran's Park

As part of this year's AWA Spring Meet, the AWA will hold a very special, a very BIG auction of
duplicate items from the Museum’s collection. The BIG auction will be held in the afternoon at the
Veteran's Park Annex across the street from the AWA Museum. Don’t miss this very special, very
BIG auction. A partial list of items to be auctioned will be posted on the AWA web site as they are set
aside for the auction.



Come early in the morning to the Spring Meet and enjoy the flea market (better yet, bring items to
sell), the bargain table Museum sale, a doughnuts and coffee table, and at 10:00 am, visit the

Museum.

The auction preview will be open at Noon at the Annex Building, Veteran's Park, with the BIG auction
starting at 1 PM. As the Meet time approaches, check back here for list of items in the auction. All
sales will be cash or by check. No Credit Card payments will be accepted.

Auction Items http://www.antiquewireless.org/2016-spring-auction-items.html

And, enjoy all this for only a $5 admission ticket. If you are not an AWA member and want to visit the
Museum, buy a Spring Meet/Museum admission combination ticket for only $10 (a $2 discount for

admission to the Museum)

Because of the nature of the auction this year, AWA will not be able to accept member’s items to be
auctioned at this event. But, please bring them to the AWA Convention to be held August 16 to 20 at
the RIT Conference Center.

VHF+ Contest Calendar

Event Date Local Time Notes
144 MHz Spring Sprint 4/11/2016 7-11PM https://sites.google.com/site/springvhfupsprints/
Get on the air before and after the RVHFG net
222 MHz Spring Sprint 4/19/16 7-11PM ON4KST used for Spring Sprints
432 MHz Spring Sprint 4/27/16 7-11PM
902 MHz and Up 5/7/16 8AM — 2pM | Creat chbance to exercise the microwave gear
efore the big contest is June
50 MHz Spring Sprint 5/14/16 7-11PM
2PM Sat. - o http://W\_/vw.arrI.orq/iune-vhf
ARRL June VHF Contest | 6/11-6/12/16 11PM Sun This is the next big one for RVHFG. Let’s plan
' for a busy weekend. What band can you add?
- 2PM Sat — http://www.arrl.orq/field?dav
ARRL Field Day 6/25 — 6/26/16 2PM Sun 6m — 70cm commonly used. Give CW and
PSK3L1 a try on VHF for extra points
CQWW VHF 716 -717/16 | M S http://www.cqww-vhf.com/
ARRL August UHF 8/1 - 8/2/16 ZZFS\I/\IASSEE; http://www.arrl.org/august-uhf
http://www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up
10 GHz and Up 8/20 — 8/21/16 |  See rules Amazing what can be done on these bands —
Weekend #1
come out and see !
ARRL September VHF 9/10 — 9/12/16 2PM Sat - http://www.arrl.org/september-vhf
11PM Sun
l(\)/v(gerzeigd#szp 9/27 - 9/28/16 See rules http://www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up
10AM — I__opk for gpdates on NYQP.org later in the year.
NY QSO Party 10/15/16 10PM Similar to field day, we can run the bands using all

different modes for extra points.



https://sites.google.com/site/springvhfupsprints/
http://www.arrl.org/june-vhf
http://www.arrl.org/field-day
http://www.cqww-vhf.com/
http://www.arrl.org/august-uhf
http://www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up
http://www.arrl.org/september-vhf
http://www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up

EME Weekend #1

10/22 — 10/23

See Moon

http://www.arrl.org/eme-contest

EME Weekend #2

11/19 - 11/20

See Moon

http://www.arrl.org/eme-contest

Free Equipment

Classified Listings

375 W VHF Micor base station
| have a 375 watt Moto Micor base station rack with 2 PAs and 2 power supplies that's looking for a

new home. One PA converted to 2 meters.

| also have a UHF Micor PA based on an Eimac cavity. No power supply. Also free.
| have a 6-foot diameter grid dish that is looking for new home. Did | mention free?

Diameter - 6'
Focal Length 2.25'

Grid Spacing 1.125"

f/ID 0.375

| also have 4 940-960 MHz feeds from Kathrein Paraflectors.

Mark - AE2EA

Located in Hemlock, NY.

Contact info on QRZ



http://www.arrl.org/eme-contest
http://www.arrl.org/eme-contest

Meeting Location and Directions

Arriving from the west (Penfield/Rochester), take Rt. 441 east to Gananda Parkway to Research Forest. The

address is 1255 Research Forest, Macedon, NY 14502 . The map below should help find it from there. If lost,
please call Jarred at 585-278-7281.



